
Steering Group Meeting (online)
10 June 2021, 7.30pm

Present:
Ellie Freeman - Chair
Ruth Green - Vice Chair
Stef Brammer - Secretary
Ade Williams - Bedminster Pharmacy
Steve Sayers - Windmill Hill City Farm
Jackie Smith
Cllr Mark Bradshaw
Cllr Tony Dyer
Cllr Christine Townsend
Cllr Tessa Fitzjohn

Apologies
Mike McBeth - Treasurer
Steve Metcalfe (Observer from Ashton Vale)

1. The Chair welcomed the new Councillors to the group.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising:
SB raised 3 items:

- AW had suggested that AGB needs to get the BID to sign up to a set of principles agreed by
the community. It was agreed that we need to produce an A4 sheet to present to them. EF to
organise a meeting with George Grace and Simon Dicken of the BID, with herself, AW & SB.

*It was agreed that this needed to be actioned.

*Cllr Fitzjohn felt some research needs to be conducted on who is going to use East Street over
the next 10 years?

*TD is to be the Councillor rep on the BID Board. SB will organise a coffee with TD, herself and
AW to give him some background to the BID.

- SB had asked that a special AGB newsletter be produced re East St Vision, plus info about
Liveable Neighbourhoods and Living Streets, and the ‘Let’s Walk Bedminster’ work that Ben
Barker is doing. EF said that East Street Vision had been mentioned in a newsletter, but it
was agreed a special could be produced.



- EF had suggested AGB apply to Quartet for funding to scope AGB’s next phase. It was
agreed that this would be appropriate once we had agreed priorities based on community
consultation.

3. Financial Update
In the absence of the Treasurer, SB reported that the Bank balance stands at £14,189. A large part of
this is funding for the Whitehouse Street project, as AGB only receives £800 per annum from Bristol City
Council.

4. Councillor priorities for their wards
The Chair thanked the Councillors for providing these (attached to these minutes).
After discussion, the following points were raised:

- JS (Sec of the Friends of Parson Street Railway Station) asked that integrated transport be a
priority for all Councillors. She was concerned that although attention is being paid to Bedminster
Station at present, Parson Street has a higher footfall and already links with buses.

- TD said that the Green Councillors had had a meeting with Bristol Sport who want Parson St
dropped as one of 4 stations on the new Portishead line in favour of a new station at Ashton
Gate. JS pointed out that even if that were to happen, it will not be for a number of years.

- EF had met with Severnside Community Rail Partnership re Bedminster Station. Money is being
spent on display materials to link it to the East Street shops while it is a temporary replacement
stop for Temple Meads. These materials will have a legacy.

RG is very keen that safer school streets are a high priority for the Councillors, and that the Duckmoor
Road CIL project needs to be actioned.

RG also pointed out that on the subject of youth provision, Bedminster Youth Club is part of ‘Fifteen’, a
mapping exercise to be presented to the Mayor. Cllr Fitzjon will contact RG re this.

SB pointed out to the new Councillors that AGB had been a very different organisation before COVID,
able to run well-attended meetings and workshops on e.g. planning issues and air quality.  It is hoped
that these ‘Community Conversations’ can resume soon.

Cllr Dyer suggested that it would be useful to conduct asset mapping within the AGB membership
organisations.

5. Whitehouse Street Project
EF has circulated documents charting the progress of this project to date, and will add the completed
manifesto soon. Bristol City Council appear to be very pleased with the project and the relationship with
them has been a good one. Next steps are being discussed. EF will stay on board to ensure continued
community engagement.

6. Further Updates and Developments.

EF reported that she has been actively encouraging and supporting a Friends of Bedminster Library
Group. Funding has been secured to hold meetings.

BS3 Planning have been very busy, currently addressing issues presented by Plot 5 and Bedminster
Green.

There is now a Clean Air Working Group:  new members welcome!

RG feels strongly that green spaces are important for community wellbeing: BS3 Community has a small
amount of funding to develop and support this.



SB nominated Celia Phipps as a community representative on the steering group, citing her social
prescribing work and her keen interest in green spaces (she is Chair of FROGS, an AGB member
organisation). Seconded by RG.

Cllr Dyer is Chair of the Friends of Ashton Court Estate and suggested that CP should include AC in her
planned BS3 Parks group.

7. CIL

MB was asked for an update. He pointed out that there is only £65,000 in ‘the pot’ for the whole of Area
5, and so it had been decided to encourage small bids only so that the funds could be spread across the
community. The BCC Officers are organising an Area 5 meeting of Councillors in July.

- *It was agreed that ‘legacy projects’ such as Luckwell Road should be delivered asap:
performance chasing is required.

- *SS suggested that in the timescale left this year, there is no time to conduct a full community
consultation on a shortlist, and so the shortlisting should be the responsibility of the elected
Councillors. This was agreed.

- *EF asked that the Councillors agree a format for next year so that AGB can play its role in
ensuring comprehensive community consultation.  Cllr Fitzjohn emphasised that this cannot be
by social media alone and that notices and the free press must be used for those without access
to internet.

8. Geographical Issues: Boundaries for AGB
EF and SS had met with the Windmill Hill Councillors to discuss WH becoming part of AGB. This would
mean running additional public meetings (Community Conversations) for the communities in Windmill
Hill, Totterdown and Marksbury. The Councillors were positive, although we would need to establish
systems and processes. The downside is more work without building capacity.

Cllr Fitzjohn felt strongly that AGB has been closely allied with the BID, which has raised issues for
Windmill Hill residents in particular. EF strongly refuted this.

AW said that this is absolutely not the case, and that AGB does try hard constantly to represent the
community to the BID which is not always successful. SB agreed with this, saying that the only reason
she is a Director of the BID is to ensure that community voices are heard and taken into account.

SS suggested that he and EF work on a proposal re the WH ward to present to the AGB steering group.

9. AOB

The further agenda items of Inclusion and Diversity, and Communications are to be included in a future
agenda.

SB put forward AGB’s gratitude to Celia Phipps for being a committed and diligent BS3 Councillor and
active member of the AGB steering group.

10. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 10 August 7pm.


