
Action Greater Bedminster
Steering Group Meeting - Online
Thursday 23 April 2020

Present:
Eleanor Freeman (Chair)
Stef Brammar
Ade Williams
Charlie Bolton
Mark Bradshaw (part of meeting)

Update from Chair
Ellie had been in touch with:
-Celia Phipps, who reported that she is dealing with 58 people via the Community Webs
-The new Chair of the BS3 Planning Group, re the importance of continued engagement with
planning issues during the lockdown
-Sgeve Sayers at WHCF for an update on the Bedminster Green and area developments.
Steve had felt that a key outstanding issue is the importance of community use of the ground
floor

The BID, and the ‘East Street Vision’ consultation
We agreed that the Coronavirus lockdown has exacerbated the decline of East Street, and
engaging now with the options for its future revival will be important.
The BID has been active in supporting retailers across BS3 to establish on-line delivery
systems, but we agreed that:

(a) Payment is a problem for many - especially those customers who generally deal in
cash.  Ellie reported that there had been local discussions around the possibility of
preloaded payment cards, but she wasn’t sure whether this has progressed.

(b) It is important to address inequality by making sure that not only the retail outlets which
serve the more affluent local residents engage with on-line selling and home delivery.

Ade and Stef agreed to both separately email George Grace for a progress update and to ask
him to look into this further if necessary.



BS3 Covid-19 Response Group
We agreed that this has been an impressive and very welcome initiative, leading the way for
others across the city. Much had been learned, and issues such as safety of volunteers were
discussed.

While the citywide ‘Can do’ and the NHS volunteers projects are important and necessary, the
BS3 Group offers local contact and support, which seems to be very welcome.  Ade pointed out
that in any case the NHS volunteers may take some time to get up to speed.

There continue to be issues around getting into the tower blocks, and it was agreed that the
Pharmacy and Celia would pick up pointers to isolated people who could then be contacted.

Ellie reported that with the other citywide and national support initiatives gearing up, the BS3
group is likely to transition back to a more localised, manageable mutual aid group.

The meeting agreed that it will be important to undertake a thorough review and evaluation of
the project for future reference and learning.  Stef volunteered to look into possible funding for
that to be undertaken professionally.

Action Greater Bedminster: The Future
(Does it have one?) We discussed this and agreed that the original reasons for setting up the
group still stand:

- It is apolitical and not tied to any one organisation
- It does not run projects and so does not have to raise/maintain funds
- It is a forum where all 4 local Councillors come together with members of the community
- It is recognised by Bristol City Council as a public consultation ‘space’ and receives

funds to perform that function
- It provides an independent information and networking service for the local community

We agreed that AGB should aim to build on the tremendous community engagement with local
issues generated by Covid-19. Stef suggested that as soon as we can, we should hold a
consultation off and on-line to find out what the priorities for the community will be going forward
and what role AGB can play in delivering those.

Date of next meeting to be confirmed.
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